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P , giral activity, identical in enough evolution which, however, is the only technique possible for the 

movevelopment of biological faculties. The most likely alternative is that ‘idea 


“ Se i f or example, if it is claimed "he' \Cht 7°^*' aC . tivity ’ ident jcal 
Jeous humour evervbodv ° VeiT1ent ls the result of 
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same speed / . 1L Mnlc time, moving in the s-.m* m 7 ' Jtluul 15 ““ ,[1,lcrem quamy or cnaractenstic ol the level of consciousness 

The chances of such' 5 Uatl0n arises every time the experiment 7 atlv oIved, and since it did not arise biologically, the only conclusion must be that 

6«, virtually i7„S r ““H a ;i Si " S l ' orluilousl y arc remote i„ f encompassing it is itself not a physiological entity. 
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anv ft? n a eXt f ei}i 1 he si S nificance o f 'the part played by the ‘idea 5 hypothesis in the apparitional 
J eory based aheory has been fully covered by Tyrrell and does not arise here. However, taking 
nto account the possibly non-physical nature of the requisite stratum of 


according to the ‘idea’ hypoth 
Ight as stationary. One observi 

consciousness wt>n.L a ] lu each observer then has an - ; a . - - i — • — — i umu ty ulo ui 

responsive observe 77“ the image of ‘he light moving unw 7 ^Psychological phenomena. If the psychically inspired ‘idea’ is of a scene, it 
In the case of the <Ti! SCC 7 hght doin S so, as Gregory^oints 7/ and fcu ' d ex P lain . the man y account s in the literature of people finding themselves in 
primarily inlluenc d h° ’ 7/ obserVer ’ whose sensory image of th V i, • otaby inexplicable surroundings, and if these have historical associations, we „. 
an entirelyrandom Z m »•»*» chhcTSfon' ' tf “ I"** Ver » ilte W «f «perie„ce recorded by Jonrdain and Mobcrly.* If*,?" 

control the movement s' T n ” tbe otller hand, most observers a c f es ?t )Sen,er ’ s °f> sa Yj a religious disposition, the ‘idea’ may well create a holy figure 

are able to do so) as w ith £ » ^ by convincing themseW 2. "l 8 ™" 0 “t™ & ChUrCh Tu Alth ° Ugh Widdy different in thdr P resentadon - 

the Journal 2 Contmllr anemom eter efTect described in an end; T theSC manif estattons, and those aspects of perception already discussed, are in 
whichever direction „ ™ ov ement is total and the light can he J er lssu efcict simply different aspect^of the one phenomenon, that is, an image arising in 
dlW On ma V b e desired, or it u. _._ g , Can be Erected the consciousness on the inducemenl nfan ‘,'deV fnrwlihl, 
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light is moving „ Per , ce , ,ve the bght as stationary One observe . 7 atonsciousne ss, it is clearly possible that an ‘idea’ could arise from one or more 
moving upwards’ and each i Une obs erver daims Whical sources and thus provide a plausible theory for several other types of 


— — random manner. On the nth , ^auonary 

control the i i , ocner hand, most ^ f ; ' j 3 ~ o mu.* wui utaigauuiy m-uic 

are able to do so) as w ith £ » ^ b >' convincing themseW 2. "l 8 ™" 0 “'f" & ChUrCh Tu Alth ° Ugh Widdy different in thdr P resentation . 

the Journal 2 Contmllr anemom eter efTect described in an eaHi l ' CS<: manif estattons, and those aspects of perception already discussed, are in 

whichever direction m ° f ™ ov ement is total and the light can he 5 SSU , e ^ ct slm P 1 y dlfferent as P ec t%°f^ the one phenomenon, that is, an image arising in 
observer sees it fo]lowT y ‘ b m d f> Slred ’ ° r if can be rendered stab 0 d ' rected J he consciousness on the inducement of an ‘idea’, for which in some cases there is 
con scion s n eel mu ,S W1,,ed direction because there;! stdt >on ar y. Apparently no physical basis. 

have no difficuTty S behaviour of the imag"° Most oennlT / U pr ? bably USdeSS t0 s P ecuIate on the nature of the ‘idea-pattern’ and its 

As has already be -n° n Jmnng t,us Phenomenon for themselves PC ° P ° WBssociatcd stratum of consciousness, because if these are non-physical entities, as 
Perception strongly inHiJ.TT. ex P erim ^ts with autokinesis and vnl , lheir behaviour would suggest, then the human intelligence, with its limitations, 
from a belief (i e ? Tvr w < the V ' SUal ima § es being perceived a ta, f la >' be incapable of comprehending them. We might have no alternative but to 
are apparently not re am l ldea 'P attern ’) « the observer’s consciomn, C ° ntent Whh observing their manifestations. However, the extensive range of 
this situation is provided^ hv h ^ °[ thc visual cortex. Ample confirmaHr a "P hen0mena m which th ey appear to operate suggests that this situation already 
implanted by an extern i ' yP " 0tlc hallucinations which arise frnl P resents a se ™us challenge to the mind brain identity theory and lends credence 
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ut by a brain state, and yet it can u ' uasi cauy oy ; 
controlled by nothing more y , h J Zfff" tha ‘. thdr b ' ta ™nc may |( 

cannot be an integral part of the image fcont^ 18 ' mp ^ ^ that the visua l carte 
can it create the image as some kind of ph^folo 7 ? & Widdy hdd 0 P ini on), no 
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cortex anrt n ^ PCrCept ’ consciousness 

so with meticulous exactitude, as otherwise lift 
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m the visual cortex, and it does so 
vvould clearly be impossible. Such 


PARAPSYCHOLOGY AND RELIGION: RECENT CONTRIBUTIONS 

FROM ITALY 

by Carlos S. Alvarado 


always follows a patten „ 

IJiscussion on the relationship of psi phenomena and religion is a topic that 
as lyrrell points out in rn ua:> unaout| tedly come into rccurs in the hterature of religion and parapsychology (for a review from the 

necessity in the course of evolution Never^ 1 7 dc ' a,l > through biological P ara P s ychological point of view see Thouless, 1977). Some have argued that 
an insnhco,' c , , ss ’ the overriding control of sm-4, , P s >' ch 'c phenomena are at the root of religious beliefs and experiences (Lansr. 


ably exists, as 
such an alien 
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AA II. HP. edited by \1. H. Coleman. Wellingborough: Northants.: The Aquarian Press. 
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